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March 18: In Port-au-Prince, eight nuns at a Roman Catholic girls' school were beaten and injured
by machete-wielding assailants who broke into their compound. Church officials said four of the
women were in serious condition. March 19: A soldier was shot to death in the capital by unknown
assailants. March 20: According to radio reports, residents of suburban Fontamara killed a gunman
after he wounded a youth. On Tuesday night, 1,000 police at checkpoints in Port-au-Prince searched
private vehicles for weapons. March 21: Radio Soleil reported that a civilian vigilante group and
a band organized by the local police, both groups armed with machetes, clashed near the town
of Petit-Goave, leaving 13 dead and an indeterminate number injured. In a later report, Radio
Haiti Inter said 11 of the victims had been searching for the killers of an elderly couple, shot and
disemboweled earlier in the day. In Port-au-Prince, a group of men shot to death a private security
agent and then looted a food store in the downtown area. One man was shot and severely injured in
the eastern neighborhood of Delmas during a hold-up, a woman was shot and injured by unknown
assailants and the body of a nude man with his hands bound was found near the seaside town of
Carrefour, reports said. According to AFP, since March 18, 21 people have died in violence across the
country, mainly in the capital city, and at least 24 have been injured. The Unity Assembly a coalition
of Haiti's main political parties and civic groups had urged civilians to establish neighborhood selfdefense groups because of inadequate police protection. The violence was blamed on followers
of former military regimes. Army commanders have called on civilians to disarm and cease the
formation of self-defense groups in order not to hinder the "army's work." March 22: An official
at the state hospital in Port- au-Prince said the morgue received the bodies of two people shot
before dawn Wednesday, bringing the death toll since Sunday to 23. Among eight persons wounded
overnight were five members of neighborhood self-defense groups shot by assailants in speeding
cars, according to Radio Soleil. A sidewalk money changer was killed and robbed in Delmas, while a
civil servant of the deposed President Prosper Avril's government was killed and burned by a mob
in a southern neighborhood of the capital, according to Radio Metropole. March 23: Armed thugs
and soldiers shot to death 14 members of civilian defense groups. Mobs captured and killed three
thugs on Thursday night. AP reported that the state hospital said it treated at least 20 people for
gunshot and machete wounds on Thursday night. According to Xinhua and AP, at least 40 people
have been killed in street violence since March 18. (Basic data from AFP, 03/21/90, 03/22/90; AP,
03/22/90, 03/23/90; Xinhua, 03/22/90, 03/24/90)
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